
It’s Only A Play 

 
Information for auditioning actors 

 

Character Descriptions 
James Wicker (40+) – (ALL scenes) Unconsciously (slightly) effeminate but cis-het, or deeply closeted. 

Show-biz insincerity. Peter’s long-time best friend. They came up together in the theatre before James left for 

Hollywood and become an award-winning TV sitcom actor. Here to support his friend, even if his views on 

Peter’s new play are less than stellar. 

Julia Budder (30+) (9 scenes) Sweet and charming. After multiple shows as an investor, she’s a bit (a lot) out 
of her league in her first time as a lead producer. She believes whole-heartedly in the show, perhaps a bit too 
much. Enthusiastic but a little ignorant. 

Peter Austin- (40+) (8 scenes) A bit dreamy and idealistic. Has been hailed as the next great up and coming 
playwright for way too long. After the long wait and finally making his Broadway debut, he still maintains his 
idealistic view of the theatre. 

Gus P. Head (under 30) (7 scenes) A corn fed country boy. Absolutely deadpan sincere. A hopeful actor with 

no experience, except for school drama and farm equipment from back home, Gus is brand-new to New York 

and working as temporary help at the party handling coat check and drinks. Simple, honest, star-struck, 

authentic, and earnest almost to a fault. 

Virginia Noyes (40+) (6 scenes) A flamboyant and loud; profane and foul-mouthed, award-winning Hollywood 

actress whose career (and criminal record) have seen better days. She wears an ankle monitor and her purse 

is a cornucopia of various legal and illegal drugs Must swear like a drunken sailor and do lines of fake coke 

onstage. 

Frank Finger (25-40ish) (6 scenes) – Can be played by any gender. A young, very eccentric, very moody, 

British “genius” director who, despite his best efforts, has not yet been able to direct a flop. Receives too much 

praise.  Handles his anxiety by stealing trinkets. Balances a bad case of imposter syndrome with a large ego.  

Ira Drew (45+) (5 scenes) A harsh theater critic that holds others to a standard of sophistication he fails to 

meet himself, disliked by all. He has been unpopular in every social situation his whole life and when you 

watch him you can see why.  Conceited and not self-aware. He secretly longs for love and acceptance from 

the theatre community.  

 

Rehearsal and performance calendar 

**Note that we will schedule scene rehearsals around performers availability as much as 

possible. Please note your conflicts with our rehearsal days and times on your audition form. 

Missing multiple scheduled rehearsals may cause the director to begin the process of 

recasting your role.  All actors are needed for each rehearsal & performance after January 10.  

Rehearsals: Riverside Playhouse 6pm-9pm  

 Monday – Thursday November  1- 4, 8 – 11, and 15 – 18    NO Rehearsal November 22-26 

 Monday – Thursday November 29 to December 2 

 Monday – Thursday December 6-9                                 NO Rehearsal December 13 to 26 

 Monday – Thursday December 27 – 30, January 3 – 6, and 10 - 13 

Monday – Wednesday January 17-19 – Dress Rehearsals 

Thursday – Saturday January 20 – 22 Performances – 6:30 call, 7:30 showtime 

Saturday Jan 22 – Matinee Performance 1pm call, 2pm showtime 

Thursday – Saturday January 27 – 29  Performances – 6:30 Call, 7:30 showtime 

Saturday January 29 – Matinee performance 1pm call, 2pm showtime 

Sunday January 30 – Teardown Set Strike – Mandatory for all – noon to 4 


